
THE CHIQUITANO PEOPLE

Most Chiquitanos live in southeastern Bolivia in the provinces of

Nuflo de Chavez, Velasco, Angel Sandoval, and Chiquitos in the depart-

ment of Santa Cruz, They occupy an area of some 200 by 300 miles,

east of the Rio Grande and east of the city of Santa Cruz. The Santa

Cruz-Corrumba railroad is the southern limit of the area which extends

as far north as the Itenes River, v/ith isolated pockets of Chiquitano

speakers east of the Itenes.

In the centers of San Javier, Concepcion, San Ignacio, San Jose,

Santiago, San Juan, Santa Corazon, and in villages south of San

Ignacio, Spanish as well as Chiquitano is spoken • However many

farmers in the surrounding area are Chiquitano speakers and most of

the towns have a Chiquitano section. There are some areas where

almost all of the population is Chiquitano speaking. The authors

live in one of these areas, called the Lomerlo, which is located 60

miles south of Concepcion.

It is estimated that there are some 15,000 to 25,000 speakers of the

various dialects of the Chiquitano language. Most of the centers

mentioned have their own particular dialect, but these are at least

85% mutually intelligible. The dialects spoken in Concepcion and

San Ignacio are about 90 to 95% mutually intelligible.

The Chiquitano people are to a certain extent bilingual with Spanish.

The men tend to know more Spanish than the women and children.

Spanish is used for trade, for official speeches, and for contact

with the government and v/ith outsiders, while Chiquitano is used in

the home, in the field, and for social, community, and religious life,

except where Spanish has been superimposed by outsiders.
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